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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
SERIES 3: 10 - CHANUKAH: A CELEBRATION OF THE POWER OF TORAH

OU ISRAEL/BEIT KNESSET HANASI - WINTER 2024/25

A] CHANUKAH AND THE GEVURAH TO MAINTAIN TORAH LEARNING

1. k �t �r �G	h W �N 
g k 
g v�g �J �r �v i�u�h ,Uf�k 
n v �s �n�g �J �F uh�b �cU ht
b«unJ 
j k«us�D i �v«F i�b �j«uh i �C Uv�h �, 	T 
n h �nh 	CW �,�r«uT o �jh �F �J �v�ko �rh 	c"g 
v�kU 
W�b«um �r h �E %j �n

wohxhbv kgw ,khp,

 Chazal stress that the battle of the Chashmonayim was to prevent the ‘forgetting’ of Torah.

2.k	h 
jv hbpk sungb lhtu 'kfut hkcn vach ubapbu ygn h,nc ohtmuh ubjbt vbv urnthu 'ohchutv vbjn ,t o,utrc hvhu (zh
iv (yh !?ygnc ut crc ghauvk uk rumgn ah otu ohygn shc ohcr ,,k rme, wv shv :rnthu vsuvh ighu (jh ?vzv trubv
(tf /ubhkka ,t zucku ubpyu ubhab og ubshnavk okhj cur kgu obunv kg ohjyuc ov (f /yknh tk khj curu 'vgua,v wvk

 ubjbtuub,ru,u ubhhj sgc ojkhvk ubapb kg sungb/ubhbhgk wv oshnah snav hf 'ovhbpn iurmg, ktu iutrh, kt ifk (cf /
cf-wzh wd erp wt ohcfn rpx

In the Book of Maccabees, Yehuda HaMaccabee is clear when urging his troops to have courage in the face of battle that

the war is not only to save their lives and those of their families, but to ensure their continued ability to keep Torah.

3. ihnhhe,n vru, hrcs iht ahek ahr rntvhkg unmg ,hnna hnc tkt rntba  (sh:yh rcsnc)k �v ·« t �C ,Uń�h6h 7	F o­�s �t vº�r«uT 
v ,t µ«z
: &dp ,ca

Chazal apply this courage to the central endeavor of Torah learning which cannot be achieved by the half-hearted. 

4. ////ka ock 'lknv htbh :lknv htbhk vrhgup ic rzgkt rnthu /una vrhgup ic rzgktu kghkcu gr ck .k aht sjt oa vhvu
kf ',huz irec ,jbunu vfurf hrv ?vhkg tv, vn vru,u /oxnur h,mgk gnua v,t ot ///// ?vagt vnu !lhkg ohaurp
vru, 'c,fca vru, jbh, :rnhnk vhk vuvs ',uxruehpt uc verzb shn :ejmh rc injb cr rnt /sunkhu tuch sunkk vmurv
iugna tca sg onu,an okugv vhvu 'ktrah hnfj kf udrvhu 'vrhgup ic rzgkt hsh kg vgrv .mu,u shn ?htn vp kgca

 /vbauhk vru,v ,t rhzjvu jya ic
/ux ihaushe

Chazal understood that a major platform of the battle of Hellenism against Torah was focused on the destruction of the

Oral Torah - Torah Shebe’al Peh.  The Written Torah could ostensibly be accessed without the need for rabbinic

interpretation, especially due to the translation of the Torah into Greek.   

5. ostv vpc thva vp kgca vru, h>guhrndk ung thv vru,vuostc ,snug thv er unmg hbpc /// vcu,f ;kev kg ubhtu 
 rntba vp kgca ohrcs khcac tkt ktrah og ,hrc v>cev ,rf tk ifku,hrc l,t h,rf tktv ohrcsv p>g (:x ihyhd)/

 ',hrcv kcenvu ,hrcv i,ub - sjh ohrcs hba rcjna ruchjvu ,hrcv tuv vz rcsu,snug ubht thva c,fca vru,v tk
ostc/

jx �p ktrah ,rtp, k�rvn

The Maharal focuses in this chapter of Tiferet Yisrael on the centrality of the Oral Torah, which is an integral part of the

person learning and thus directly bonds God as the Giver of Torah with the human being who is receiving it.
 

6. //// 'c,fc vhv,a vru,v hutr vhv r,uh htsuc hfvzc vjfa tch tk hfif od vp kgca vru, vhv,a hutr vhva er /
lhrm lfk 'ktrahk ,xrutn vru,v vhv,a 'vp kgca vru, itf vhv,a lhrm hf 'chav vz kgu /van rnta unf 'c,fc

/vz ,kuz rapt htu 'vp kgc vru,v vhv,a
oa
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The importance of this direct bond of the Oral Torah even outweighs the dangers of ‘shichecha’ - forgetting the Torah,

which is clearly a much greater danger with Torah Shebe’al Peh.

 

7.'«uJ �p
b �C c�H 
j �, 	n UK 	t �F cU,�F 
v uh�k�g v�k"g 
n '«u,�b �J 	N 	n s �j �t r�c �S 
j�f«uD 
v k�F - r �n«ut rh 	t �n h 	C 
r oUD 	n ht
B
h h 	C 
r �C ht 
T �x«uS h 	C 
r
 r 
nFt�B �J(y:s ohrcs) Wh�bh �g Ut �r r �J"t oh 	r �c �S 
v , �t j 
F �J 	T i �P s« t �n W �J �p
b r« n �JU W�k r �n �D 	v e 
r/

j:d ,uct

Chazal state in Pirkei Avot that forgetting Torah is so serious as to be tantamount to being mortally guilty!  Rav Chaim
of Volozhin ruled that the extreme seriousness of this prohibition only applies to Oral Torah which is not written down.

1

B] PROPHECY AND THE HALACHIC PROCESS

The Second Temple Period is seen by Chazal as a time of crucial transition2 - from a connection to God through prophecy to one

through halachah. In this shiur we will focus on some of the key sources and, in particular, how they connect with Chanukah.

8. (1) vrxnu 'hbhxn vru, kce van (2) gauvhu 'gauvhk (3) ohbezu 'ohbezkohthcbk (4) vurxn ohthcbu '(5),xbf habtk 
 ///// vkusdv (6) ///// vkusdv ,xbf hrhan vhv ehsmv iugna(7) ///// ehsmv iugnan kce ufux aht xubdhybt (8)rzguh ic hxuh 

 ///// ovn ukce ohkaurh aht ibjuh ic hxuhu vsrm aht(9) ///// ovn ukce hkcrtv ht,bu vhjrp ic gauvh (10)htcy ic vsuvh 
 ///// ovn ukce jya ic iugnau (11) ///// ovn ukce iuhkyctu vhgna (12)/ovn ukce htnau kkv

t:t ,uct

The first Mishna in Pirkei Avot teaches that the Mesorah was passed down from Moshe to Yehoshua and on through the
generations to the end of the Second Temple period.  In the middle of the Second Temple period began the dominance of

the Tannaim - the authors of what would become the Mishnah.

1. Moshe Rabbeinu Special prophecy - Torah Min HaShamayim

2. Yehoshua Regular prophecy - Lo Bashamayim Hi

3. Zekeinim Judges

4. Nevi’im Prophets - but In which capacity?

5. Anshei Knesset HaGedolah c. 370-312 BCE - Ezra/ Great Sanhedrin of 120

• Tanach is closed

• 2nd Temple constructed

• Purim story - 353 BCE

6. Shimon Hatzadik (c300 BCE?) • Greek Era   • Meeting with Alexander the Great?

7. Antigonus of Socho (c200 BCE) • Septuagint - translation of Tanach into Greek: 245 BCE

• Emergence of the Sadduces

8. Yosei ben Yoezer and Yosei ben Yochanon (c160 BCE) • Yosei ben Yoezer executed by Greeks and Hellenists

9. Yehoshua ben Prachya and Nitai of Arbel (c130 BCE) • Chanukah Story (140 BCE) and Hasmonean Dynasty

10. Yehuda ben Tabai and Shimon ben Shetach (c80 BCE) • Alexander Yannai/Shlomtzion Hamalka

11. Shemaya and Avtalyon (c50 BCE)  • Jewish Civil War between Hyrcanus and Aristoblus

• Romans conquer Jerusalem under Pompey - 63 BCE

12. Hillel and Shammai (c10 BCE) • King Herod - 35 BCE

9.Wh �j 
t �n W �C �r 	E 	n th 	c�b :Whe«kFt >v W�k i 
,�b i�f t«k v �T 
t �u Ug �n �J	h oh 	n �x«e k �t �u oh	b�b«g �n k �t o �,It J �rIh v �T 
t r �J"t v�K �t �v o	hID 
v h 	F
Whe«kFt >v W�k oh 	e�h h 	b«n�FiUg �n �J �T uh�k 6t >v kIe , �t 
g«n �J	k ; �x«t t«k r«nt�k k �v �E 
v oIh �C c �r«j �C Whe«kFt >v o 	g �n �T�k 
t �J r �J"t k«f �F :

o �vh �j"t c �r �E 	n o �v�k oh 	e �t th 	c�b :Ur�C 	S r �J"t Uch 	yh �v h�k �t >v r �nt«H 
u :,Un �t t«k �u sIg v �t �r �t t«k ,t«Z 
v v�k«s �D 
v J �t �v , �t �u he«kFt
J«r �s �t h 	f«b �t h 	n �J 	C r�C 
s�h r �J"t h 
r�c �S k �t g 
n �J	h t«k r �J"t Jh 	t �v v�h �v �u :UB�U 
m"t r �J"t k�F , �t o �vh�k"t r�C 	s �u uh 	p �C h 
r�c �s h 	T 
,�b �u WIn�F

:IN 	g �n
yh-sh:jh ohrcs 

The Torah sees the future role of the Navi to guide the Jewish people and instructs the people to listen to the Nevi’im.

1.z"hr irn hausjc rthcu /k"fg '"vp kgc usnka ohbuatrv kg hte vz 'u,bann rjt rcs jfua ihbgc" :k"zu 'ihztktuun j"rdv oac (z"x ,ut) atr r,fv c,fa 'hukv z"hrdvn asj rcs h,htr
'vp kt vp shnk,k crn 'rusk rusn ,rxnbv vp kgca vru,v kg teus hte vru,v in sjt rcs jfak tka ruxhtv rehga ("vktv ohrcsv uhvu" cu,fv kg 'ibj,tu ,arp) vru,v kg hukv
hrcsf tks rtucn crv g"uac ift /f"g 'u,bann sjt wrcs jfuaw kkfc vz iht cua 'aht hpn aht vp kgca vru, ka vkcev vexpbu 'sunk,v c,fb rcfa rjt kct /jf,a, tka hsf
/vru,v ,rhxn exp,a iputc vru,v ,t jufak tka ohrvzb ubta 'vpud vru,v kg ut 'jfah tka - trcdv kg tuv otv 'vru,v in sjt rcs jufak ruxhtv rsdc uekjba rtck ahu /j"rdv
'vhk tyhap hfvku /vhba ogp usnukk ruzjk kufha p"gt 'u,bann sjt rcs jfaaf ;fh, dvub vz ruxht ifku 'vru,v in sjt rcs jfah tka 'trcdv kg ruxht uvzs 'rtucn z"hrdv hrcsna
,urusv kg teus rntb vz ruxhts vhk tyhap lfhpku 'vru,v ,rhxn exp,a iputc vru,v ,t jfak tka tuv ruxhtv kfa 'k"x j"rdv okut /,urusv hubhac vz ruxht vb,ah tks
vru,v iht u,bann sjt rcs jfah ot ;t 'p"gca vru, vc,fba rjt kct /ucrn kchea vn kf ,t ushnk,k rhcgvk kfuh tk u,bann sjt rcs jfua ota 'vp kgc usnka ohbuatrv

 /ruxht vzc iht lfhpk 'ohrpxc ihhgk tuv kufh hrva ',jf,anhttps://outorah.org/p/27272/

2. For possible comparisons with the academic suggestion of an ‘Axial Age’ at around this time in human history see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axial_Age and references there..
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10. h	k�g h�b �p	k wv , �t , �r �J �n k �tUn �J r 
g
B 
v �uo 6v �v oh �n�H�C r �e�h v�h �v wv r�c �sU .�r �p�b iIz �j ih 6t/
 t:d �t ktuna

Nevertheless, nevuah was very scarce in the few hundred years following the death of Moshe.

11..uj 'vru,c cu,fa vn kg urh,uv tku u,jp tku 'ktrahk ovk utcb,b ,uthcb gcau ohthcb vbunau ohgcrt :ibcr ub,
 /vkhdn trenn

 /sh vkhdn

Eventually, nevuah became more widespread but Chazal point out that the Neviim did not add to the Torah.

12./vc,fb tk - vfrmuv tkau vc,fb ,urusk vfrmuva vtucb tkt /ohrmn htmuhf ohkpf - ktrahk ovk usng ohthcb vcrv
 /sh vkhdn

In fact, at the peak of the prophetic period, there were thousands of prophets.  We have recorded in Tanach the
prophecies which are relevant to all generations.  What were the other prophets doing?

B1] RAMBAM - PROPHECY MAY NEVER BE USED IN THE HALACHIC PROCESS

13.iuhgv hbhbgc xjbhpu gauvh vagha vn tkt ',usn d"hc ohbhsv ,shnku vru,v haurhpc iuhgc khgu, tk vtucbva 'gsu
/hat cru tbhcr vagha vn tuv ihsvu

vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

The Rambam’s position is that prophecy may not be used as a means to derive halachah
3
.

14. ////p"gt vhvha hubha vzht vkcec vbaha ut //// kcuenv aurhpc grdhu ;hxuha ut ,utrenc grdhu ;hxuha ihc kscv ihtu
 //// u,ut ohghhxn ohcu,fv hyapahk rnt wva rnthu vtucbk vz rcs xjhhu //// rea thcb tuva hpk ebjc ,nuh vz od

wv i,bu uh,punc okugv htc kf ,t thkpva thcbva hpk /,pun ut ,utk aujk iht vzc odu /uk rnt tka vn wvk xjhu
wv ,tn tuc, tka wv hp kg ubghsuv rcf 'okugk ubhnth lc odu urntc lfc wv uk jhycva unf uc vbuntvu u,u,nt ubhckc

 urnt tuvu 'uz ,kuz vru, ouathv ohnac tk  v"g urnt lfhpku /////v,gn rcs asjk htar thcb iht/
vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

Furthermore, a Navi who attempts to use his or her powers of prophecy
4
 to decide on halachic matters is considered a

false Prophet and is liable to the the death penalty!

B2] THE KUZARI - ONGOING REVELATION OF HALACHAH THROUGH PROPHECY

15.n /ubnn grd, tku uhkg ;hxu, tk og vz if,h lht :hrzufv rnt //tnuasjh tka hsf 'iunvk tkt vz rntb tk :rcjv rnt 
 /ohtrev ohauga unf o,aevn ,uru, onmgk ugcehu o,gsn unfj,hu okfanvan hrjt ohthcbv in gunak rhvznu

 :thcbc rnta unf 'ohypuavu ohbvfv inu(jh:jh ohrcs) wudu lunf ovhjt cren ovk ohet thcb :urntn vhvu /// (c:s ohrcs) tk
of,t vumn hfbt rat rcsv kg uphxu, of,t h,huma vn kg lhjtn lcren thcb hsh kgu van hsh kg///

 tn-n ,ut d rntn hrzufv rpx

The Kuzari’s position is that the prohibition to add to the Torah did NOT apply to prophecy.  As such, a bona fide Navi
was able to contribute to the halachic process.  In that sense the process of revelation which began at Sinai was ongoing.

16.vtruvk ghhxn asuev juru vtucbva thv hrzufv ,yha ,cnrv hrcsf tks"/// oekjna o
te wng wc vwhtrv ,urdht

Rav Kook confirms this understanding of the Kuzari.

3. An important exception to this is that a Navi IS allowed to make a hora’at sha’ah - a temporary dispensation to break even a Torah law provided this is not instituted on a permanent

basis. A classic example is Eliyahu on Har Carmel, where he permitted bringing a sacrifice outside the Temple.  Nevertheless, in a regular halachic debate, they carry NO more weight

than a talmid chacham, even were they to be as great as Eliyahu Hanavi.

4. The expression teku appears hundreds of times in the writings of Chazal.  It indicates that the matter has been ruled halachically as a ‘safek’ which cannot be resolved (with certain

halachic implications).  The expression teku, which literally means ‘let it stand’ has traditionally been translated as an acrostic for ,uhgctu ,uhaue .r,h hca, - the Tishbi (Eliyahu)

will [in future] resolve difficulties and questions.  ‘Tishbi’ is a reference to Eliyahu in his halachic capacity as a Rav.  Only in such a capacity may he resolve halachic problems. (See

Tosefot Yom Tov Mishna Eduyot end of Chap 8). However, when there is a question of fact (as opposed to law) which must wait for Eliyahu to resolve, he is always referred to as

Eliyahu (in his prophetic capacity).  See Bava Metzia 3a as to unidentifiable lost property which must be set aside until Eliyahu HaNavi can determine who it belongs to.  
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17. k º�p �r"g7�v �u í�b�g7�v ÆJ �t �v Q«u ³T 	n r À�v�C o ¹�f�k 
v �e6k�F6k �t wv Ár�C 	S v�K ¿�t �v oh 	́r�c �S 
v6,7�t (yh) ;·�x�h t@«k �u k«u As�D k«u Ce///
 yh:v ohrcs

The ‘voice’ of Sinai is described as a great voice which ‘lo yasaf’.

18. - ;xh tku (yh)hcnup u,utc ,utrvk w;hxuv tkw ;xh tku rjt rcs /okugk ohheu ezj ukue hf 'wexp tkuw ibhndr,n 
 oa h"ar

Rashi gives two opposite explanations - (i) the voice of Sinai continued and expanded after Sinai; (ii) it was a one-off

revelation which did not continue, at least not in the same manner. 

19. ohbezk gauvhu gauvhk vrxnu hbhxn vru, kce vanohthcbk ohbezu  vkusdv ,xbf habtk vurxn ohthcbu
 t vban t erp ,uct vban

 The chain of transmission runs through the Prophets.

20./// vzc vtucbv oukf vkgp tk ,ntcu 'ohthcb hsh kg ,ruxnv v,hhv vrenc era rnuk tuv ejuss ///
dfe wng 't v"htrv ,urdht

Rav Kook notes that it is far-fetched to say that prophecy had no input into the mesorah of Torah She Be’al Peh.

21. All the days of the prophets ..... there was no need to obey the Sages.  It seems likely that, even though it is true that there is

no place for prophecy as far as the study and knowledge of Torah, as it is written “[The Torah] is not in Heaven” etc .... [this

rule] applies to knowledge of the laws of the Torah and its general rules, but there is ample room [for knowledge acquired by

means of] prophecy [as far as] the details of their performance at any particular time, as Maimonides describes at length in

his Introduction to the Commentary on the Mishna: as a temporary expedient the prophet has the power to suspend the

commandments of the Torah

Rav Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 8-12
5

22. It goes without saying that in doubtful instances they [the people and the Sages] were required to obey the prophet, and many

prophets arose [in] Israel [to] command action in particular situations. .... Therefore the general leadership of the[se]

generations was in the hands of the prophets, who were the leaders of the[se] generations as far as the affairs of [each]

generation [were concerned]

Rav Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 11

C] THE END OF PROPHECY

23.//// uuv ohthcb ;ux hftknu vhrfz hdju /////
:sh tr,c tcc

Chagai, Zechariah and Melachi were the last of the prophets.

24./lknk vban vhva - hftkn una treb vnku 'hfsrn vz hftkn :injb cr rnt
/uy vkhdn

Malachi is also identified by Chazal with Mordechai!

 25.(t:cf ohkv,) r 
j À
D 
v ,�k¬�H 
t6k 
g 
j �M
b �n †
k;t - vkhkv kf ;ux rja vn :lk rnuk ?rjak r,xt vkanb vnk :hxt cr rnt //////
ohxbv kf ;ux r,xt  / - !vfubj tfht tvuibhrnt te cu,fk vb,hb/

/yf tnuh

Purim was the end of all miracles that could be included in Tanach.  Chanukah was a different type of miracle, which

could not be part of an age of prophecy. 

5.    Translation by Rabbi Yaakov Elman.  See R. Tzadok HaKohen On The History of Halakha, Tradition 21(4) p1 Fall 1985.  See

https://traditiononline.org/r-zadok-hakohen-on-the-history-of-halakha/
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26. //// :IbIm �r 	F v �G �g �u c 
r k �J �n 	n k 
J �nU rIC 	D Q�k �n s 
n �g �u)(d:th kthbs /vba c"h lkna iusen xursbxfkt tuv ohthcbv uhv itf sg
asev jurc ohtcb,n lkhtu itfn /  (zh:cf hkan)oh·�n �f Ej h@6r �c �S g �n �J GU HW �b �z �t yC�v 

 k erp vcr okug rsx

 Fascinatingly. Seder Olam Rabba places a specific date on the very end of prophecy - the reign of Alexander the Great.

D] THE SECOND TEMPLE & THE PARADIGM SHIFT OF PROPHET TO SAGE

D1] PURIM AND THE RENEWED ACCEPTANCE OF TORAH

27.)(yh ,una- rvv ,h,j,c ucmh,hu ',hdhdf rvv ,t ovhkg tuv lurc ausev vpfa snkn :txj rc tnj rc hnhsct cr rnt
hnhc vukce rusv 'if hp kg ;t :tcr rnt ///// of,ruce tv, oa - utk otu 'cyun - vru,v ohkcen o,t ot :ovk rntu

 ch,fs /auruajt(y r,xt)ohsuvhv ukceu unhe rcf ukchea vn unhhe '
/jp ,ca

The Jewish People’s acceptance of Torah at Sinai was to some degree forced.  Only later in the time of Purim were they
able to accept it willingly.

28.rntba ,hdhdf rvv ,t v"cev ovhkg vpfa sg vru,v ,t ktrah ukce tkurvv ,h,j,c ucmh,hu  (y"h ,una)cr rntu /
kg rnt, otu /of,ruce tv, oa utk otu cyun vru,v ,t o,t ohkcen ot - ktrahk v"cev k"t tnj rc hnhs

urntu okf ubg vru,v ,t o,t ihkcen ivk rnta vgan tkvu rvv ,t ovhkg vpf c,fca vru,v'gnabu vagb hbpn 
 /ygn thvu rgmu vghdh vc ihta,unf vzg thvu ,urunju ,uke ,umn heuses vc aha p"gca vru,v kg ivk rnt tkt

usutn kfcu uapb kfcu uck kfc v"cev cvuta hn tkt v,ut snuk ihta hpk 'v,tbe kutaf vaeuwtba wv ,t ,cvtu 
lsutn kfcu lapb kfcu lcck kfc lhvkt(wu ohrcs) /// 

d inhx jb ,arp tnujb, arsn

Chazal explain that the people accepted the Written Torah willingly - gnabu vagb - but the Oral Torah, which requires so

much more effort, love and commitment, was far less popular.  It was only later in the Second Temple period that the

Jewish people really connected with the Oral Law.  

29. hba ,hcc vhv vp kgca vru, ,kj,v ///vkusdv ,xbf habtnunf vp kgca vru,v if od usxh ov /,hcv hsxhhn ova 
 ohkeas hnkaurhc urnta(t vfkv v erp ahr)s hfsrn hnhcu /rcf ukchea vn unhhekg tka vcvtn vru,v kcek urzja 

 k"z urnta unf ,hdhdf rv ,hhpf hsh(/jp ,ca) lfk ufz zturnta unf vp kgca vru, kg vhv rv ,hhpfv rehg hf /
 tnujb,c(d jb ,arp)hrndk ovk ihhsg vrxnb tk obumrn vukche tka inz kfu //// c,fc kfv ohthcb hp kg ohdvb,n uhvu

wv shn/
ub ,ut - vkhk hxhxr -  ivfv eusm wr

Rav Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin clearly understands that the effective beginning of structured Oral Law as we know it
today was the start of the Second Temple period.  Until then the people were guided in halachah by the Nevi’im.  He sees

a clear path from Prophecy through Purim to halachah as we know it today. 

D2] CHANUKAH AND THE FULL PROMINENCE OF RABBINIC AUTHORITY

30.ehksvk ubumu uh,umnc ubase ratw lrcn ?lrcn htn ///// lrck lhrm vfubj ka rb ehksnv :cr rnt hat rc thhj cr rnt
 :rnt thut cr ?!ubum ifhvu /wvfubj ka rb(zh ohrcs)wnrux, tk :rnt vhnjb cr /(ck ohrcs) lk urnthu lhbez lsdhu lhct kta

/df ,ca

Chazal ask how we can say that God commanded us to light Chanukah candles when this halachah originated more than

a thousand years after Sinai! They explain that the root of Rabbinic authority comes from the Torah itself, specifically the

mitzva of Lo Tasur.  This anchoring of rabbinic law in the Torah itself is deeply connected with Chanukah.
6

• The structuring, conceptualization and categorization of Oral Law is also an important application of ‘Gevurah’ in the sense of the

imposition of boundaries and limits on a creative and organic process to enable it to remain effective and productive.  

6. Rav Kook (Meorot HaRayah, Chanukah p.49)  sees these two verses as having two different focuses.  Lo Tasur is directed at the present - to instruct us to see the Rabbinic halachic

process as fundamental and central to our lives.  Sha’al Avicha is to connect us with the mesorah and process of Rabbinic tradition of the past. 
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E] THE RABBI IS EVEN GREATER THAN THE PROPHET - CHACHAM ADIF MINAVI

31.?tuv thcb utk ofj uyt /ohnfjk vb,hbu ohthcbv in vtucb vkyhb asenv ,hc crja ouhn  :vphj ins hnhsct hcr rnt
hfv  - rnhnt rnt /vkyhb tk ohnfjv in 'ohthcbv in vkyhba pwgt - rntethcbn ;hsg ofju/ 
/ch tr,c tcc

Chazal state that when prophecy ceased after the end of the First Temple, the Chachamim remained as an even greater

spiritual force.  In indeed, the Rabbis were greater than the Nevi’im!

32. !uhrhcju g"rk ukdb vank ukdb tka ohrcs
 u inhx yh varp ,ej ,arp vcr rcsnc

The Midrash even states that matters NOT revealed to Moshe WERE revealed to Rabbi Akiva.

33. - ts ihdcu /tjunc - utdkn iubht vnfjs hrtn /tpuds ohrctc 'tpudc - rckn ihthcbs ihbueh, kf/thcbn ;hsg ofj
/vg rvuzv hbueh,

The Zohar explains that the status of Chacham is more internal, and perhaps integral, to the person than that of Navi.

34. ,ujbnc urnta vn vzu(:yf)vcr arsncu /tcheg hcr hrcs ihcv tk v"g ubhcr vans (u :yh ,ej) tcheg hcr ka ubhg v,trs 
 uvunf oe tks ;tu /v"g ubhcr van vtr tka vnvhtr lrs u,dav smn ubhhvsh,g eh,u shnk,a vn kf od vkd,b uku 

 tkt !asjk sh,g tcheg hcra vn ukhptu 'asjk,uhkfa vdav lrs tku vhtr lrs vtucb ,ukd,v vhv kfva/// 
ub ,ut vkhk hxhxr

Rav Tzadok HaCohen of Lublin explains that Moshe was certainly the greatest prophet, but R. Akiva learnt Torah in a

different way - based in logic and intellect, not in prophecy
7
. 

35. urnta lrs kgu(/ch tr,c tcc)'oa t,htsf vtucb vkyhb tk ovna ohnfj ka asuev jur ,dav tuvu 'thcbn ;hsg ofj 
vc dhavk ohkufha ubhhvu /tphsg thv vz kf ogu vtucbn vcrv vbye r,uh vdhrsn thvu /i"cnrv haushjc t,hta unfu

 t,hta unfu r,uh ,uvucd ,dav vsh kgu(,ej vcr arsnc) euxp kg  (h:jf cuht)- «u 7bh �g v¬�,"t �r rÀ�e Œ�h6k �f �uvan ukdb tka ohrcss
 ukdb v"g ubhcruhrhcju tcheg wrku /,unfc r,uh vkusd thv ,ufhtc vbye vdava kf hf /Q �J º«j 
C c´�J �t6h7	F  (j:z vfhn)zt tehhs

h7	k r«u ¬t w ­vudhavk rapt hts 'ckv ,ukd,vca rutvu ,urhvcv smn dhavk rapt hta vn ann wv rut dhavk kfuha /
/lf kf ezj rutv iht ukmts eujrn rutv ouenca vn ,utrk kufh tuv laujc cauhv kct /ckv hbhg vvfn rutv ;eu,s

z rntn - ,ca ,ause rntn ehsm hrp rpx

Rav Tzadok goes on to explain that this applies to Chazal generally.  Although their level was far lower than that of

Moshe, this in fact enabled them to see further.

36. uhruc kg vz rut rurhc ahdrva sjt vhv rcfa rcs kfs gushfokugc rutv u,ut rga j,pb rcfkfk lf rjt ju,p tuvu /
rusu rus kfc ohj,pba ,urutv kfa hpk /ohfkuvu ohbye,n ova hp kg ;t lrc,h oav gcea ,urusv exg ihbg kf vzs

 lfhpku :ktrah kfk ,uguce ,ufkv ohagbu okugk ohju,p ovu sug ohn,xb iht ktrah hnfjn vkudx habt hsh kgkg ;t
 ouen kfn ohbye ohburjt ,urusa hpebg hcd kg xbbs uz vkgn ovk ahuj,pa ohrga kf ovhbpk ohju,p rcf hf /

ov hf /r,uh ohengnc ov ouen kfn stn ohbye ova hp kg ;t /ohrjt ohrga ju,pk ohfkuvu ohasjn ovu ohbunse
ohbuatrk j,pba oapbc rga urcg rcf

dh ,ut - vkhk hxhxr rpx

Rav Tzadok also employs the famous metaphor of later generations being dwarves on the shoulders of giants
8
.  Each

generation leaves behind its achievements and discoveries so that future generations, even if smaller as individuals, can
build on these to achieve far more

9
.

• Consider also the symbolism of wine (Purim) and olive oil (Chanukah) both of which, through the intervention of human activity,

achieve higher level of kedusha (and thus a higher berachah10) than their original natural fruit.  So too the Torah, through the

interpretation of the Rabbis, achieves an even higher level of kedushah than the original given by God.

7. I heard from R. Akiva Tatz that Shimon HaTzadik (the first generation after prophecy) is named for the root of shemiya - hearing, in contrast to prophecy, which is chazon - seeing.

Seeing has an objective clarity whereas hearing is far more contextual and subjective. 

8. For the history of this expression in Torah thought and beyond see Dwarfs on the Shoulders of Giants, Rabbi Shnayer Z, Leiman, Tradition 27:3 p90, available at

http://www.leimanlibrary.com/texts_of_publications/60.%20Dwarfs%20on%20the%20Shoulders%20of%20Giants.pdf

9. See also Rav Kook’s crucial piece - ‘Chacham Adif MiNavi’ - Orot, Zironim 2.

10. The berachah on grapes is .gv and on wine is a higher level of ipdv, even though the berachah on juice extracted from fruit normally decreases in kedushah to kfva.  With olives,

Chazal suggest that the berachah on olive oil (when eaten on its own as a food, rather than a medication) should be elevated to ,hzv hrp truc. But since this would be confusing

(since ‘zayit’ is the name for both the tree and the fruit) the berachah remains  .gv but does not decrease to akfv .
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