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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 3: 10 - CHANUKAH: A CELEBRATION OF THE POWER OF TORAH
OU ISRAEL/BEIT KNESSET HANASI - WINTER 2024/25

A] CHANUKAH AND THE GEVURAH TO MAINTAIN TORAH LEARNING
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Chazal stress that the battle of the Chashmonayim was to prevent the ‘forgetting’ of Torah.
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In the Book of Maccabees, Yehuda HaMaccabee is clear when urging his troops to have courage in the face of battle that
the war is not only to save their lives and those of their families, but to ensure their continued ability to keep Torah.
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Chazal apply this courage to the central endeavor of Torah learning which cannot be achieved by the half-hearted.

SV D2, 790N MR FTINN XD NP 12 MYIN N INY NP 12 NWYONR HI52) Y725 XD WN TN OV 7D ... 4,

95 ,7O0 1372 NN NI N DY RNN NN NNM DD SNNYD YW NNN DN ... INYYN NNDY ITOY DOV

NN, AN22Y NN NN PN 71D MNMNT,MONPION 12 NP T :PNYY 92 JIN) 27 N . TINDN XD TNDD NN

NPYNY NIV TY OOMINWN DN 7P ,IRIY 290N 5 1D 0PN 12 VYON YT DY NYIN NI T PRND N HYaY
YD NNNN IX PINM NLY 2

IO PUYDP
Chazal understood that a major platform of the battle of Hellenism against Torah was focused on the destruction of the
Oral Torah - Torah Shebe’al Peh. The Written Torah could ostensibly be accessed without the need for rabbinic
interpretation, especially due to the translation of the Torah into Greek.
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The Maharal focuses in this chapter of Tiferet Yisrael on the centrality of the Oral Torah, which is an integral part of the
person learning and thus directly bonds God as the Giver of Torah with the human being who is receiving it.
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The importance of this direct bond of the Oral Torah even outweighs the dangers of ‘shichecha’ - forgetting the Torah,
which is clearly a much greater danger with Torah Shebe’al Peh.
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Chazal state in Pirkei Avot that forgetting Torah is so serious as to be tantamount to being mortally guilty! Rav Chaim
of Volozhin ruled that the extreme seriousness of this prohibition only applies to Oral Torah which is not written down."

B] PROPHECY AND THE HALACHIC PROCESS

The Second Temple Period is seen by Chazal as a time of crucial transition2 - from a connection to God through prophecy to one
through halachabh. In this shiur we will focus on some of the key sources and, in particular, how they connect with Chanukah.
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The first Mishna in Pirkei Avot teaches that the Mesorah was passed down from Moshe to Yehoshua and on through the
generations to the end of the Second Temple period. In the middle of the Second Temple period began the dominance of
the Tannaim - the authors of what would become the Mishnah.

1. Moshe Rabbeinu Special prophecy - Torah Min HaShamayim

2. Yehoshua Regular prophecy - Lo Bashamayim Hi

3. Zekeinim Judges

4, Nevi’im Prophets - but In which capacity?

5. Anshei Knesset HaGedolah ¢. 370-312 BCE- Ezra/ Great Sanhedrin of 120

* Tanachis closed
* 2nd Temple constructed
* Purim story - 353 BCE

6. Shimon Hatzadik (c300 BCE?) * GreekEra ¢ Meeting with Alexander the Great?
1. Antigonus of Socho (c200 BCE) * Septuagint - translation of Tanach into Greek: 245 BCE
* Emergence of the Sadduces
8. Yosei ben Yoezer and Yosei ben Yochanon (c160 BCE) * Yosei ben Yoezer executed by Greeks and Hellenists
9. YehoshuabenPrachya and Nitai of Arbel (c130BCE) * Chanukah Story(140 BCE)and Hasmonean Dynasty
10. Yehuda ben Tabai and Shimon ben Shetach (c80 BCE) * Alexander Yannai/Shlomtzion Hamalka
11. Shemaya and Avtalyon (c50 BCE) * Jewish Civil War between Hyrcanus and Aristoblus
* Romans conquer Jerusalem under Pompey - 63 BCE
12, Hillel and Shammai (c10 BCE) * King Herod - 35 BCE

POND 72PN N2 PPOR N T2 D) 12 N2 NINY WRY? DNOP DN DY Jn DNIN YD NHN WX NND O 2 9.
N 9P NN YYD QDR ND I0ND YN D2 29N PHON D OYN PPRY WX 95D PHYDPYR PPN PPFON D 19 OP2 0D
DIPNN 27PN DNY PN N2) 9727 IYN 1V MIN D IIN DINN NI TIY DN ND NN NP THIN UND NN OPON
YITNON MY 13T WK T DX Y0V ND YR UKD MDY ANIN N D IR OPIN 13T 92 0137 NN TN

ABYN

V- D2
The Torah sees the future role of the Navi to guide the Jewish people and instructs the people to listen to the Nevi'im.
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2. For possible comparisons with the academic suggestion of an ‘Axial Age’ at around this time in human history see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axial_Age and references there..
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Nevertheless, nevuah was very scarce in the few hundred years following the death of Moshe.
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Eventually, nevuah became more widespread but Chazal point out that the Neviim did not add to the Torah.
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In fact, at the peak of the prophetic period, there were thousands of prophets. We have recorded in Tanach the
prophecies which are relevant to all generations. What were the other prophets doing?

B1] RAMBAM - PROPHECY MAY NEVER BE USED IN THE HALACHIC PROCESS
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The Rambam’s position is that prophecy may not be used as a means to derive halachah’.
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Furthermore, a Navi who attempts to use his or her powers of prophecy’ to decide on halachic matters is considered a
false Prophet and is liable to the the death penalty!

B2] THE KUZARI - ONGOING REVELATION OF HALACHAH THROUGH PROPHECY
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The Kuzari’s position is that the prohibition to add to the Torah did NOT apply to prophecy. As such, a bona fide Navi
was able to contribute to the halachic process. In that sense the process of revelation which began at Sinai was ongoing.
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Rav Kook confirms this understanding of the Kuzari.

3. Animportant exception to this is that a Navi IS allowed to make a hora ‘at sha'ah - a temporary dispensation to break even a Torah law provided this is not instituted on a permanent
basis. A classic example is Eliyahu on Har Carmel, where he permitted bringing a sacrifice outside the Temple. Nevertheless, in a regular halachic debate, they carry NO more weight
than a talmid chacham, even were they to be as great as Eliyahu Hanavi.

4. The expression feku appears hundreds of times in the writings of Chazal. It indicates that the matter has been ruled halachically as a ‘safek’ which cannot be resolved (with certain
halachic implications). The expression fekw, which literally means ‘let it stand’ has traditionally been translated as an acrostic for nPyaxy nvenp Y »awn - the Tishbi (Eliyahu)
will [in future] resolve difficulties and questions. ‘Tishbi’ is a reference to Eliyahu in his halachic capacity as a Rav. Only in such a capacity may he resolve halachic problems. (See
Tosefot Yom Tov Mishna Eduyot end of Chap 8). However, when there is a question of fact (as opposed to law) which must wait for Eliyahu to resolve, he is always referred to as
Eliyahu (in his prophetic capacity). See Bava Metzia 3a as to unidentifiable lost property which must be set aside until Eliyahu HaNavi can determine who it belongs to.
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The “voice’ of Sinai is described as a great voice which ‘lo yasaf’.
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Rashi gives two opposite explanations - (i) the voice of Sinai continued and expanded after Sinai; (ii) it was a one-off
revelation which did not continue, at least not in the same manner.
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The chain of transmission runs through the Prophets.
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Rav Kook notes that it is far-fetched to say that prophecy had no input into the mesorah of Torah She Be’al Peh.

21. All the days of the prophets ..... there was no need to obey the Sages. It seems likely that, even though it is true that there is
no place for prophecy as far as the study and knowledge of Torah, as it is written “/7he Torah] is not in Heaven’ etc .... [this
rule] applies to knowledge of the laws of the Torah and its general rules, but there is ample room [for knowledge acquired by
means of] prophecy [as far as] the details of their performance at any particular time, as Maimonides describes at length in
his Introduction to the Commentary on the Mishna: as a temporary expedient the prophet has the power to suspend the
commandments of the Torah

Rav Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 8-12°

22. It goes without saying that in doubtful instances they [the people and the Sages] were required to obey the prophet, and many
prophets arose [in] Israel [to] command action in particular situations. .... Therefore the general leadership of the[se]
generations was in the hands of the prophets, who were the leaders of the[se] generations as far as the affairs of [each]
generation [were concerned]

Rav Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 11

C] THE END OF PROPHECY
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Chagai, Zechariah and Melachi were the last of the prophets.
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Malachi is also identified by Chazal with Mordechai!
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Purim was the end of all miracles that could be included in Tanach. Chanukah was a different type of miracle, which
could not be part of an age of prophecy.

5. Translation by Rabbi Yaakov EIman. See R. Tzadok HakKohen On The History of Halakha, Tradition 21(4) p1 Fall 1985. See
https://traditiononline.org/r-zadok-hakohen-on-the-history-of-halakha/
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Fascinatingly. Seder Olam Rabba places a specific date on the very end of prophecy - the reign of Alexander the Great.

D] THE SECOND TEMPLE & THE PARADIGM SHIFT OF PROPHET TO SAGE

D1] PURIM AND THE RENEWED ACCEPTANCE OF TORAH
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The Jewish People’s acceptance of Torah at Sinai was to some degree forced. Only later in the time of Purim were they
able to accept it willingly.
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Chazal explain that the people accepted the Written Torah willingly - YoWN NWY) - but the Oral Torah, which requires so
much more effort, love and commitment, was far less popular. It was only later in the Second Temple period that the
Jewish people really connected with the Oral Law.
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Rav Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin clearly understands that the effective beginning of structured Oral Law as we know it
today was the start of the Second Temple period. Until then the people were guided in halachah by the Nevi'im. He sees
a clear path from Prophecy through Purim to halachah as we know it today.

D2] CHANUKAH AND THE FULL PROMINENCE OF RABBINIC AUTHORITY
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Chazal ask how we can say that God commanded us to light Chanukah candles when this halachah originated more than
a thousand years after Sinai! They explain that the root of Rabbinic authority comes from the Torah itself, specifically the
mitzva of Lo Tasur. This anchoring of rabbinic law in the Torah itself is deeply connected with Chanukah.’

* The structuring, conceptualization and categorization of Oral Law is also an important application of ‘Gevurah’ in the sense of the
imposition of boundaries and limits on a creative and organic process to enable it to remain effective and productive.

6. Rav Kook (Meorot HaRayah, Chanukah p.49) sees these two verses as having two different focuses. Lo Tasur is directed at the present - to instruct us to see the Rabbinic halachic
process as fundamental and central to our lives. Sha’al Avicha is to connect us with the mesorah and process of Rabbinic tradition of the past.
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E] THE RABBI IS EVEN GREATER THAN THE PROPHET - CHACHAM ADIF MINAVI
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Chazal state that when prophecy ceased after the end of the First Temple, the Chachamim remained as an even greater
spiritual force. In indeed, the Rabbis were greater than the Nevi'im!
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The Midrash even states that matters NOT revealed to Moshe WERE revealed to Rabbi Akiva.
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The Zohar explains that the status of Chacham is more internal, and perhaps integral, to the person than that of Navi.
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Rav Tzadok HaCohen of Lublin explains that Moshe was certainly the greatest prophet, but R. Akiva learnt Torah in a
different way - based in logic and intellect, not in prophecy’.
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Rav Tzadok goes on to explain that this applies to Chazal generally. Although their level was far lower than that of
Moshe, this in fact enabled them to see further.
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Rav Tzadok also employs the famous metaphor of later generations being dwarves on the shoulders of giants’. Each
generation leaves behind its achievements and discoveries so that future generations, even if smaller as individuals, can
build on these to achieve far more’.

* Consider also the symbolism of wine (Purim) and olive oil (Chanukah) both of which, through the intervention of human activity,
achieve higher level of kedusha (and thus a higher berachah9) than their original natural fruit. So too the Torah, through the
interpretation of the Rabbis, achieves an even higher level of kedushah than the original given by God.

7. 1heard from R. Akiva Tatz that Shimon HaTzadik (the first generation after prophecy) is named for the root of shemiya - hearing, in contrast to prophecy, which is chazon - seeing.
Seeing has an objective clarity whereas hearing is far more contextual and subjective.

8. For the history of this expression in Torah thought and beyond see Dwarfs on the Shoulders of Giants, Rabbi Shnayer Z, Leiman, Tradition 27:3 p90, available at
http://www.leimanlibrary.com/texts_of_publications/60.%20Dwarfs%200n%20the%20Shoulders%200f%20Giants.pdf

9. See also Rav Kook’s crucial piece - ‘Chacham Adif MiNavi’ - Orot, Zironim 2.

10. The berachah on grapes is NV and on wine is a higher level of 1957, even though the berachah on juice extracted from fruit normally decreases in kedushah to 52nw. With olives,
Chazal suggest that the berachah on olive oil (when eaten on its own as a food, rather than a medication) should be elevated to 1> 19 N2. But since this would be confusing
(since ‘zayit’ is the name for both the tree and the fruit) the berachah remains \¥7 but does not decrease to 9onv.
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To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com



